OCTAGON

The group’s second album containing only the original material proves to be a consistent work full of
interesting ideas. Despite a standard jazz combo format the group achieves a rather unique sound.
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Dance

The opening composition displays all the main features of the whole album — odd metres, a fluent but reliable
bass (Pavel Voronezhsky), a briefly surfacing and easily going to background guitar (Sergey Bogdan),
energetic drums (Denis Melnikov), and a piano (Eugene Popov) taking major melodic and improvisational
duties. The song starts without any introduction. The slightly processed classical guitar sounding in a folk
manner exposes a short main theme, which is repeated in a rondo-like succession for more than 1.5
minutes. Then a powerful bass comes in and the other instruments follow. At first the theme seems tiresome
but in a while it enchants you with its unusual rhythm of 4 + 3 + 3 + 3. After a resolute bridge a lyrical
improvisation comes in with the dramatic bridge revealing itself in the middle one more time. Finally a short
reprise brings the theme back just when you start missing it.

Unexpected Guest

An extended melancholic and contemplative piano introduction is followed by a light bossa nova with a chain
of alternating solos by Bogdan and Popov. However it is not just Latin jazz and the bossa nova can turn
either into an ominous episode or a repetitive short 9/4 motif. The pianist increases intensity in his developed
solo which softly resolves over the familiar 9/4 figure. The guitar bossa nova gets interrupted once again with
menacing piano chords and the return of the introduction rounds up the cycle.

December Rain

December rain typical for Crimea continues the Latin theme but you cannot expect pure styles from the
Fusion Orchestra. The rhythms and moods are changing, what seemed to be a smooth jazz rumba in a wink
becomes swing (not a real strength of the ensemble though) and then funk. Here we can hear the first guest
appearance — vocal of Lolita Poplavskaya. Unfortunately she was not allowed to deviate from the theme
longer than a couple of measures so this colour in the limited group’s palette showed just as a stroke.
Another interesting moment is inclusion of a real rain sound into the record. And it is not just in the intro or
fade out which would be completely trivial if not banal. It is in the middle of the composition and it lasts good
1.5 minutes. All the instruments tactfully release the pressure and the rain and Voronezhsky’s pulsing bass
come to the foreground.

Jadido

The fact that these musicians highly respect Chick Corea becomes evident in the “Spanish-speaking”
Jadido by Voronezhsky. Its violin version was released on the first band’s CD. Arguably, it is the most
popular number from their repertoire. Irresistible drive, captivating full stops... Why is it not played by radio
stations? The only thing getting me off rhythm is the too loose drum solo. However the album’s voltage is
getting higher.



Black Bagel

The title is inspired by Victor Pelevin’s novel The Clay Machine-Gun (Chapaev i Pustota). Its main
recognizable feature is a rhythmically complex and ever escaping bass figure which unpredictably rolls
groups of three and four eighths notes. The first theme is anxious and questioning, the second one is a
philosophical response. Now and then we can hear an extra quarter and in a moment another quarter is
missing. In the middle part the guitar and the piano trade short solos divided by lightning speed basslines.
Bogdan’s guitar is far from the common patterns here. In the short break all-knowing Chapaev whistles the
second theme standing at the edge of Ural (the Undefinable River of Absolute Love), and then a windmill of
sounds captures you again.

Mayan Loom

Another enigmatic title meaning probably not the infamous device the Loom of Maya but rather the
symmetric pattern of their calendar tool reflecting the structure of our DNA. But let’s talk about music, and the
music just rocks! This is a composition of a serious length (longer than 10 minutes) and serious tension.
Light jazz gives up the place to solid rock. Live sounds interweave in a rhythm of a loom, the musical texture
is subtly coloured with non-standard programming. Another chromatic solo by Bogdan, then great piano work
by Popov followed by — surprise! — his electric guitar solo in a manner far from the common ways. The
rhythm section is amazing. Little pearls are sprinkled here and there — burst of double tempo before the end,
harmonics sending shivers down my spine, and finally the stopped time of the disappeared civilization. Well,
the music is much greater than this description!

Russia

By the album’s end the tension eases although the final songs are full of drama. The initial title of Russia
was Country Miles. These are exactly the associations caused by the monotonous repetitive theme backed
however with some harmonic movement. But the words Russia, boundless spaces, endless roads live well
together and they are underlined by certain Russian thematizm. The melodically developed middle part with
gradually doubling tempo is particularly interesting.

Forgotten Feelings

The CD closes with a romantic rhapsody for piano solo. The ending piece manages a rare finale combining
downfall of the rhythmic intensity with increasing emotional intensity.

In the conclusion | would like to say something about the album as a whole. The cover design is pale but
highly original. The disc released in the CD-Text format but unfortunately the song titles are in Cyrillic and
are not displayed right by most players. Personally | would like if the always present propulsive and melodic
bass of Pavel Voronezhsky was exposed at least in a single solo. | hope these wee remarks will not diminish
all the strengths of this excellent body of work.

Vitaly Zhuravlyov
http://vitalyz.netfirms.com/




	OCTAGON
	Dance
	Unexpected Guest
	December Rain
	Jadido
	Black Bagel
	Mayan Loom
	Russia
	Forgotten Feelings



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


